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SUBJECT: PKESENT U, S,-PRC RELATION SHIP • 

1. * AFTER HAVING BEEN HERE A YEAR I WOULD LIKE TO MAKE 
SOME PERSONAL ^COMMENTS ON THE SINO-AMERICAN RELATIONSHIP, 
DERIVED ALMOST ENTIRELY FROM MY OWN UNTUTORED REFLECTIONS 
ON THE SUBJECT. 

2. ** FIRST AND FOREMOST IN DOMESTIC AND FOREIGN SPECULATION 
IS THE POWER POSITION OF CHOU EN-LAI. I CANNOT 
BELIEVE HE HAS IN ANY DEGREE WHATEVER FORFEITED HIS 

unique standing with phairman mao; only an ingrate 
would repudiate a loyalty, extending over half a century, 
that has so largely contributed to -the present prestige 
of the prc chief and. his cult, not to mention 'the 
spectacular manner in which the prime minister has 
Handled the complex internal and external policies of 

THIS country. 

MOREOVER, FROM EVERY CREDIBLE SOURCE THERE IS 
testimony to THE DEEP AFFECTION ENTERTAINED BY THE 
CHAIRMAN FOR HIS GIFTED COLLEAGUE. THEY ARE UNDOUBTEDLY 
TWO OLD MEN IN A* HURRY, ANXIOUS TO SECURE, IF SUCH BE 
POSSIBLE, AN ORDERLY' SUCCESSION TO THE REGIME THEY 
HAVE INVENTED AND ADMINISTERED, 

3. CHOU HAS ALWAYS PLAYED SECOND FIDDLE TO MAO. NO 
ONE HAS EVER ACCUSED HIM OF AMBITION TO SUPPLANT HIS 
MASTER. WHY THEN ARE RUMORS SO PREVALENT ABOUT THE 
DECLINE OF HIS INFLUENCE? 

4. I THINK THEY ARE CHIEFLY INSPIRED BY ENEMIES WHO, 
AFRAID TO ATTACK THE DEIFIED CHAIRMAN,. WOULD LIKE TO 
FISH IN TROUBLED WATERS IN CASE OF MAO'S DECEASE, IF 
CHOU, THE TWIN BASTION OF PRESENT STABILITY, SURVIVED 
HIM. IF CHOU WERE TO PREDECEASE MAO, THE RESULTANT 
SHAPE OF THE SUCCESSION MIGHT BE SIMPLER TO FASHION. 

THE REAL QUESTION IS WHETHER ANY INDIVIDUAL COULD 
SOOM REPLACE THIS DUUMVIRATE EXCEPT BY /\N IMPROBABLE 
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MILITARY COUP. THE MORE LIKELY IMMEDIATE SOLUTION / 
MIGHT BE ADMINISTRATION BY A COLLECTIVELY FAITHFUL FOR / 
AN UNSPECIFIED TIME TO THE DOCTRINES SO AMPLY PROPAGANDIZE^ 
BY THE CHAIRMAN, * 

5. I DO NOT DECRY THE NOTION THAT THERE ARE ALSO 
YOUNG MEN IN A HURRY, TO WHOM THE MEMORIES OF THE EARLY 
VICISSITUDES OF THE CCP, AND THE STIRRING EXPLOITS OF 
THE LONG MARCH ARE 1,IKE NOTES OF SCARCE-HEARD BUGLES. 
BUT THE DISCREDITING OR EVEN THE OVERTHROW OF CHOU SEEMS 
TO ME BEYOND COMPASS., EVEN IF THEY PLOT TO PRECIPITATE CHAOS. 

6. THEREFORE, I AM INCLINED TO THINK THE TWO, OR EVEN 
ONE, IF THE OTHER DIES, WILL PERSEVERE IN TRYING TO 
ESTABLISH THE GOVERNMENTAL APPARATUS ON A BASE SO FIRM 
IT CENNOT EASILY BE DISMANTLED, 

THE RELIEF OF CHOU FROM HIS CEREKONIAL FUNCTIONS IS 
A NATURAL DEVELOPMENT, PARTICULARLY IN VIEW OF HIS AGE, 
AND THE EXHAUSTING LIFE SOME SAY AN AVERAGE WORKDAY 
OF 18 HOURS HE HAS LED FOR DECADES. I READ NOTHING 
SIGNIFICANT OF A SCHISM BETWEEN HIM AND THE CHAIRMAN IN 
THIS CHANGE OF PATTERN. OF COURSE, IF THE PRIME MINISTER 
BECOMES PHYSICALLY INCAPACITATED TO CARRY ON HIS REDUCED 
BURDENS THAT IS ANOTHER MATTER. 

7. GIVEN A CONTINUANCE OF MODERATELY GOOD HEALTH FOR 
CHOU WHAT SHOULD WE E)<PECT IN THE NEXT FEW MONTHS TO 
MARK THE CHI NESE- AMERICAN RELATIONSHIP? HAS THERE INDEED 
BEEN A -COOLING OFF** , A DISAPPOINTMENT AMONGST CHINESE 
LEADERS OF THEIR EXPECTATIONS OF ITS FRUITFULNESS FOR 
THEIR COUNTRY? THE ANSWER TO THIS IS, IN MY OPINION, 
A MODIFIED "YES". SOME OF THE VEILED ATTACKS AGAINST 
CHOU ARE LAUNCHED BY THOSE WHO FOR DOCTRINAIRE REASONS 
OPPOSE HIS OPENING WINDOWS TO THE WEST, AS WELL AS BY 
THOSE WHO CLANDESTINELY DISAPPROVE THE EXTENT OF THE RIFT 
WITH THE USSR. THESE CONSIDERATIONS ANIMATE HIS. OPPONENTS 
WHO DARE NOT ATTACK THE SACROSANCT CHAIRMAN. 

8. WHAT FOUNDATION IS THERE FOR THE DISAPPOINTMENT TO / 
WHICH 1 HAVE REFERRED? PRIMARILY, I THINK IT IS ASCRIBABLE 
(1) TO LATENT FEARS THAT OUR DETENTE WITH THE USSR WILL 
LEAD US INTO ACTIONS AND AGREEMENTS INIMICAL TO THE 
NATIONAL INTERESTS OF THE PRC. C2) TO A SUSPICION THAT 
VE WILL NOT WITHIN THE NEXT COUPLE OF YEARS PROCEED TO 
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A FULL DIPLOMATIC RECOGNITION OF THE PRC. AND A UITHDHiUAi 
?r.2HL^"^'^5=^ ™" TAIWAN. (3). TO IMPATIENCE inS SuR 
ALLEGED LACK OF INTEREST' IN A DECISIVE SOLUTION OF THE 
PROBLEM OF CAMBODIA, WHERE THEIR OWN DIPLoSaCYhSs 52?ENTLV 
TAKEN A SHARP TURN TOWARD MORE SUPPORT FOR THE KHMER ROUGE 

in. T^C .■V5'-' T° ^^^^ THE REPERCUSSIONS ON U.S. 

'^"IN* BECAUSE OF OUR CONCERN WITH CRISES 
ELSEWHERE, AND OUR DOMESTIC POLITICAL TRIBULATIONS. / 

9. I THINK IT WOULD BE FUTILE TO ELABORATE ON T-HESE ' 
FOUR POINTS, BUT THEY SHOULD BE BORNE IN MIND. CHINESE 
SN'lHIsiTSl""'"" '""^ '° FOREIGNERS o\JLTHAS"JSERfcANS 

DURING THE PAST TWO MONTHS I HAVE HAD CONVERSATIONS 

rjpJ?iI?'-'-?u?JI" J!""^ AMBASSADORS sSnONED 

cln^^5?-ri ^^^^^ REFRAIN,- REGARDLESS OF THEIR POLITICAL 
f^^^'^ISI^^' ""CH AS I HAVE STATED. I 00 NOT ' 

TAKE THIS AS NECESSARILY REPRESENTING THE AUTHORITATIVE 

?T,f.^?^cl=?n''?b^^'^-"'^«^''S' "^O" THESE D?pSs hJve 

'cSR^R^I^T^?Rj"J?h?[lSE^ lo^^R^^^^! '''' '''''' '^^'^"•"^"^^ 

BRUCE 
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